PRAYERS

Butch and Chris — They continue to recuperate. Chris has one more round of

chemo.

Chanice — She is doing better but still dealing with some health issues.
Linda’s Cousin — recovering from brain surgery.

Bob Woodring - Connie’s brother in law — Suffering from heart problems.
Paul Darling — DRs found artery blockages and stents were inserted last

week.

Congregation News

Today is potluck. Please plan to stay and enjoy a meal together. Also, please
plan to stay for the afternoon singing immediately following.

THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK: Liquor is nothing but trouble in liquid form.
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Those Privileged to Serve

Sunday Morning Service:

5/20/18 5/27/18
Bible Class Tom Bright Colby Crawford
Announcements Tom Bright Colby Crawford
Song Leader Tom Bright Tom Bright
Opening Prayer Tom Bright Colby Crawford
Lord's Supper Tom Bright Tom Bright
Scripture Reading Tom Bright Paul Darling
Sermon Tom Bright Paul Darling
Bible Classes Sunday Morning Wednesday Evening
Adult Tom Bright Tom Bright
Children Colby Crawford Linda McBrayer
Toddlers Cindy Bright
Babies Anissa Crawford
Birthdays & Anniversaries Building Cleanup
May 20" - Patrick & Bryana Darling Rombs Darling

May 27" — Amelia Crawford
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Bulletin Submissions

If you would like anything added to the
bulletin such as prayer requests, news, or
events, please make submissions by
Friday night to: tibj@sbcglobal.net

Prepare to Meet Thy God

A study of the Old Testament book of Amos reveals the undeniable fact
that Israel had wandered from God’s revealed truth. There was a need for
repentance and restoration to fellowship with God. Amos sought to renew
the divine principles that had made God’s people distinct and separate
from the Gentile world. Israel had reached a point where there was a
deep-rooted need for a vigorous and a clear restatement of two
foundational truths: (1) the true nature and character of God; and (2) the
relation between God and the nations in addition to the proper basis of his
relation to Israel.

Justice between humanity is one of the divine foundations of society.
Privilege implies that of responsibility. Israel had enjoyed special privileges;
therefore she had been given special responsibilities. Failure to recognize
and accept these responsibilities is sure to bring punishment. Nations, all
nations—and by analogy, individuals—are obligated to live up to God'’s
standard of truth. The most elaborate worship is but an insult to God when
offered by those who have no intent to obey him: “/ have sent among you
the pestilence after the manner of Egypt: your young men have I slain with
the sword, and have taken away your horses; and | have made to stink of
your camps to come up into your nostrils: yet have ye not returned unto me,
saith the Lord, | have overthrown some of you, as God overthrew Sodom
and Gomorrah, and yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the Lord.
Therefore thus | will do unto thee, O Israel: and because | will do this unto
thee, prepare to meet thy God, O Israel” (Amos 4:10-12).

The same is true today; humanity needs to be made aware of the
importance of preparation to meet God: both in this life as well as in the
Judgment.

Implications of the text. With absolute certainty, we conclude that God
does exist. Humanity owes its ultimate origin either to special creation, or
to evolution. Creation implies the existence of God; if creation is true, then
God does exist. Evolution implies that humans were either born of some
non-human, or were transformed from some non-human. It is false that
humanity was born from any non -humans. It is also false that humanity




was transformed from any non-humans. ltis, therefore, false that
humanity was ever born, or transformed from non-humans. It is therefore
the case that the claims of evolution are false. It is, therefore, the case that
the claims of special creation are true. Therefore God DOES exist (Psalm
14:1).

Because of the reality of the being of God we must come to the realization
that not only must we meet him; we must also make proper preparation to
meet him (Romans 14:10; 2 Corinthians 5:10). Scriptural preparation
necessitates not only acceptance of divine truth but also obedience to such.
Outside compliance with the will and truth of God one remains in an
unprepared condition (Ephesians 2:11-12).

What it means to meet God. There are various examples in the scriptures
that give clear indication regarding the true meaning of meeting God:

® Jacob stated, “Surely the Lord is in this place and | knew it not”
(Genesis 28:10-16).

* The two disciples (Luke 24:13-35).

®  Mary at the garden tomb (John 20:11-18).

e Thomas (John 20:24-28).

Unlike those when the scriptures were being revealed, we do not have
direct and personal contact with Deity. Today, we meet God in his
providence. God is omnipresent, i.e., he is not limited to space or time,
dwelling in his own eternal dimension. God’s freedom from spatial
limitations means that he is not contained in one location at any one time.
He is omnipresent. The divine dimension intersects every point of space.
This is not saying that God is present in all space, but rather he intersects all
space with all space being present to him and before him. Because of the
reality of such we must make ready to meet God in various situations.

Meeting God in our own time. As we note the importance of meeting God
we all meet in nature. Considering the fact that we have been born into
humanity we have already had one providential meeting with him in our
birth. We also, in both being sustained in life and partaking of our
existence, meet God in other aspects of nature (Jeremiah 23:9-15; Psalm
19).

Not only do we meet God in nature, we also meet God in the divine
revelation of his verbally plenary inspired word (Matthew 11:25-27;

Hebrews 1:1; Psalm 119:102105; Romans 1:16-17). Having met God in his
word, one learns of his personal choice to sin against God. Even though

accountable individuals sin, God reveals in his word a scheme of
redemption through Christ. When one obeys the conditions of pardon, one
thus meets God, the body of the saved, the New Testament church
(Ephesians 1:2223; Acts 2:47; 1 Corinthians 12:13).

Meeting God in eternity. Our appointments with God do not end in our
lives upon this earth. Unless we are alive when Christ returns, we will meet
God in death (Hebrews 9:27; Job 14:1-6; 19:25-27). We also will meet God
in the Judgment (Acts 17:30-31; 2 Corinthians 5:10). Because of God'’s
scheme of Redemption, God has given us the opportunity to make ready to
meet him in eternal glory (Revelation 22:1-5).

May we thus recognize the great need of making preparation to meet God.

Who Am I?

He had twelve sons.

One of his sons was a dreamer, also an interpreter of dreams.

He moved his family into Egypt.

When he was a young man he tricked is father into giving him a blessing
That was intended for his brother.

Answer last week. Zebedee

Welcome to our Assembly. . .

Whether you are a first time visitor or a long time member of this
congregation, we are happy to have you with us this morning. For those
visiting, please make yourself comfortable. A good deal of information
about this church and its activities can be found on this sheet. We
encourage and invite anyone interested to participate in the activities
offered throughout the week. If you have any questions about the
facilities, our worship service, or want more information about the church,
feel free to ask anyone present. Someone will be glad to help you!




